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Balboa Park, San Diego, California  92101










November 2009
Highlights from the October Meeting:

The meeting was called to order by First Vice President Nancy Ross at 11:30 am.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Sharon Maxton.
October birthdays and anniversaries:
Jessie McGhee celebrated her 89th birthday yesterday and Mike Stewart has a birthday later this month.  Sharon and Bob Maxton will celebrate their 50th anniversary on November 7.
Prayers and Remembrances:
Don Stewart’s mother has passed away.  We extend our sympathy to Don, Mike, and Holly.  A minute’s silent prayer was observed for our troops serving in harm’s way.
Pipe Band Report:  Dane Chambers from the pipe band reports that Jack White has agreed to serve as the new pipe major.  Eric Mabrey will be the new drum sergeant and Mandy Danielson will continue as treasurer.  The positions of pipe sergeant and secretary have not yet been filled. The band will be playing at our lawn program and Christmas party. Cherie shared an email she had received from Peggy Yuile explaining why she and Hamish had decided to step down from their leadership positions with the pipe band.
A special THANK YOU to Hamish Yuile for carrying the position of drum sergeant for 20 years!

HPR Report:  The HPR meeting is today.  Cherie gave a more detailed explanation of the county health department requirements for three compartment sinks, hot running water, and enclosed food service tents.
Queen’s Report:  There was no Queen’s report.
Old Business:  Nancy moderated.  

Hosting:  Holly still has a few dates to be filled through the end of the year.  Please contact Holly if you can host.  A revote was taken on closing the cottage December 20, the day after our Christmas party, since we did not have a quorum at the September meeting. A letter will be sent to HPR notifying them of this closing.
Upcoming events:  
· The HPR Ladies Auxiliary luncheon is Wednesday, October 14.  The menu will include shepherd’s pie and clootie dumpling.
· The House of Scotland lawn program is Sunday, October 25. The signup sheet for workers and food donations was circulated.  Cherie suggested that we sell bangers in addition to our meat pie dinners and that we make salad a separate item no longer a part of the dinner.  The members voted to approve these changes. Dianne has volunteered to bring caramelized onions for the bangers.
· The Battlefield Band concert is Friday, November 6.  
· December Nights is Friday, December 4, and Saturday, December 5.  
· Our Christmas party is December 19 at Kings Inn. Nancy should have the price of guest meals at the November meeting.  Members will again pay $15.00. Nancy reports that the person who was the catering planner at Kings Inn has moved to London and a new person is now handling the party planning.
Nominating Committee: The nominating committee reports the following candidates for 2010 House of Scotland officers. Graham McGruer, President; Bob Maxton, First Vice President; Holly Stewart, Second Vice President (Hosting); Dianne Schultz, Secretary; Cherie McGruer, Treasurer; Virginia Anderson, John McColly, Steve Knight, and Mike Stewart, Trustees (3 positions), and Cherie McGruer as alternate HPR Delegate.  The position of HPR Delegate is open as Jim Scrimgeour will not be running again.
Ceilidh Band:  David McSwain reports that the Ceilidh Band is practicing the second Sunday of the month.  They will be playing for the lawn program and the Christmas party.
Housekeeping:  The trustees will be taking inventory after today’s meeting to make sure we have the necessary items for our lawn program.  It was suggested that a box of pop-up foil sheets be purchased so that people wanting to cover their desserts or dinners for later consumption can help themselves.
New Business:  Nancy moderated:

Evah Graham Allen was attending her second meeting as a prospective new member.  A vote was held and she will be notified of the results. Stacy Palmer was attending her first meeting as a prospective new member.  Stacy’s mother is from Edinburgh.
Other New Business: 
Cherie shared a photo that was taken of the original United Kingdom cottage that had been taken when the cottages were first built.  The photo had been donated by someone from Clan Campbell.  Jessie McGhee shared a photo of her grandparents, who both served in the British military.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dianne Schultz, Secretary
Upcoming Events

Nov. 6
Battlefield Band
Nov. 8
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Nov. 21
HPR Queens Coronation Dinner

Nov. 21
Cameron Highlanders Pipe Band Tartan Ball & Celtic Celebration
Dec. 4 & 5
December Nights 
Dec. 19
HOS Christmas Party & Meeting
Jan. 10
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
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Nov. 1
Gwenda Measel & Don Stewart
Nov. 8
David McSwain & Susan Self
Nov. 15
N. Ross, C. Hoffman, & J. McGhee

Nov. 22
The McGruer Clan
Nov. 29
OPEN
Dec. 6
OPEN
Dec. 13
Steve Knight & Dianne Schultz
Dec. 20
CLOSED

Dec. 27
OPEN
Please call Holly at (619) 287-7812 if you can host.
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House of Scotland Christmas Party
Please join us for the 

House of Scotland Christmas Party

December 19, 2009

Cocktails 6 pm

Dinner 6:45

King’s Inn

1333 Hotel Circle South

San Diego, CA 

Entertainment by 

The House of Scotland Pipe Band

and the Ceilidh Band

Members $15, Guests $30

Contact the King’s Inn at (619) 297-2231 and mention the House of Scotland if you would like to reserve a room.  Room rates are $63 plus tax.
RSVP Deadline is December 4.
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Hearth of the Kitchen

Chewy Apple Oatmeal Cookies
Ingredients:
1 cup butter, softened
1 cup packed brown sugar

½ cup sugar

2 eggs

1 tsp. vanilla extract

1 ½ cups all purpose flour

2 tsps ground cinnamon

1 tsp baking soda

3 cups old fashioned oats

½ cup chopped dried apples
Method:
In a large mixing bowl cream butter and sugars.  Beat in eggs and vanilla.  Combine the flour, cinnamon, and baking soda; gradually add to creamed mixture and mix well.  Fold in oats and apples.
Drop by rounded tablespoonfuls 2 in. apart onto ungreased baking sheets.  Bake at 350° for 10-12 minutes.  Let stand for 1 minute before removing to wire racks.

Yield:  about 4 dozen
Recipe from August & September 2006, Taste of Home Magazine




















Famous Scots 
- John Duns Scotus (1265-1308) 

Introduction 
John Duns Scotus a famous Scot? Well, clearly Pope John Paul II thought so when he beatified him in 1993. And he has given his name to a word in the English language - dunce - despite being regarded as one of the greatest of medieval thinkers. 

Early Years 
John was born around 1265, probably in the Berwickshire village of Duns (where there is a statue to him). A suggestion that he came from Maxton in Roxburghshire arose from an 18th century forgery. He joined the Franciscan order in Dumfries in 1281 and at that stage added the town of his birth to his name - a frequent occurrence at a time when surnames were starting to be adopted. He was ordained as a priest ten years later in Northampton, in England. He later studied at Oxford and Paris and then took up a teaching post back at Oxford. 

Travelling Around
John Duns is known to have been teaching in Paris around 1301 but because he spoke out on behalf of the Pope in a dispute between the Pontiff and the King Philip the Fair of France, he was expelled. He came back later to Paris and was made Doctor of Theology there in 1305. He moved on to Cologne in 1307 and taught there for a year before his death (possibly from a stroke) in 1308, at the age of 43. He was buried in a Franciscan church in Cologne. 

His Theology 
The Dominican friar Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274) exerted a considerable influence on the Catholic church in the 13th century. But John Duns Scotus rejected his teachings, arguing that the individual will predominated over the intellect and that faith was an individual act of will. John Duns differentiated between belief and statements which could be proved by factors other than religion. The result was to create two rival theological camps. The intellectual ability of John Duns and his understanding of the teachings of Aquinas allowed him to be critical of the rival theology. Duns earned the title "Doctor Subtilis" (the Subtle Doctor) because of his ability to construct a complex argument and proof. 

Rejection 
His written teachings became widespread across Europe (though a number which were attributed to him may not have been penned by him at all) and his ideas continued to exert an influence on religious thinking for some centuries. But in the 16th century, his followers were given the name "Dunses" in part because his dry subtleties were too esoteric for lesser men when they were pursued with dullness and obstinacy. His teachings fell out of favour - and the "Dunses" came to denote a dull, stupid person - a dunce. 

Beatification 
Pope John XXIII recommended the works of John Duns Scotus and in 1993 Pope John Paul II beatified him. 

From:  www.rampantscotland.com/famous/blfamduns.htm

Famous Scots 
- Dr David Livingstone (1813-1873) 

Born in Blantyre in 1813, David Livingstone was the son of a shopkeeper. He started work at the age of 10 but nevertheless managed to educate himself and to study medicine and theology at Glasgow University to become a missionary doctor. He arrived in Bechuanaland in 1841 and married the daughter of another missionary there. Livingstone began to explore uncharted areas of Africa and while mapping the upper Zambesi River he discovered the Victoria Falls. 

Coming across the horrors of the slave trade, his books on African exploration were influential in bringing it to an end. It was on an expedition which started in 1865, after he had been in the bush for several years that H M Stanley of the New York Herald set out to find him in 1872 and greeted him with the immortal words "Dr Livingstone, I presume?" 

Livingstone almost died several times from disease [image: image7.jpg]


and attacks by wild animals but eventually succumbed from fever in 1873, having refused to return to Britain. His embalmed body was brought back by his black servants and was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Livingstone's birthplace in Blantyre (pictured above) is now the David Livingstone National Memorial.
Gaelic Giggles

On the roof above Central Station in Glasgow, a young pigeon was being educated by is parent.

“Noo, d’ye ken whit ye’re supposed tae dae?” said the grown up pigeon.

“I think so,” said the little one.

“Off ye go and try oot yer style then.”

The little pigeon wobbled off the ledge and flew down towards the station entrance.  Selecting a man in a bowler hat, it landed with a great flapping of wings on his hat and clung on desperately despite the man’s efforts to beat it off.  After a while it gave up and flew back up to the roof.
“How wiz zat?” it asked.

“Terrible, terrible,” said its parent. “Ye didnae listen tae a word. Watch e.”

Off it flew and expertly dive-bombed a lady getting out of a taxi. Then it flew up again.  

“D’ye see noo?”

“Oh I see,” said the little pigeon.  “I thought ye wiz saying ‘Sit on their heids.”
From:  Scottish Jokes, Lomond Books

House Officers

President:
Graham McGruer
(619) 425-3454

1st VP:

Nancy Ross

(760) 757-4653

2nd VP: 

Holly Stewart

(619) 287-7812
Secretary:  
Dianne Schultz
(760) 717-5108
Treasurer:
Cherie McGruer
(619) 425-3454
Trustees:

Mike Stewart
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