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Balboa Park, San Diego, California  92101










May 2009
Highlights from the April Meeting:

The April meeting was called to order at approximately 10 am on the lawn in front of the cottage in the midst of the preparations for Tartan Day.
April birthdays and anniversaries:  
Karen Field celebrates a birthday this month. Dianne’s son, Drew Schultz, and her grandson, Josh Beaty, have April birthdays as does Jessie McGhee’s son, Bob.
Pipe Band Report:  Hamish Yuile reports that the Pipe Band is practicing for the Costa Mesa Games that are held on Memorial Day weekend.  Eric Mabrey, who is a drummer with the Pipe Band, was named teacher of the year at Olympian High School. He also let us know that Lorne Cousin, who is working with the band, was invited to play at a Scottish reception in Washington, D.C. for President Obama.
Queen’s Report: The HPR Queens are participating in a MS walk today at Liberty Station.
Old Business: Graham moderated.  

Upcoming events:  
· The HPR Food Fair is Sunday, May 24. A sign-up sheet was available and will also be circulated at the May meeting.  
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The San Diego Highland Games are the last full weekend in June.  Dianne Schultz has again offered to coordinate the House of Scotland booth.  Volunteers are needed to help both days.

Ceilidh Band:  David McSwain reports that the band is playing today!
Housekeeping:  Mike again requested that hosts let Mike, Holly, or Steve Knight, know when supplies are needed.  That request was also made by Dianne on anything that needs to be printed; such are the web site cards.
Kitchen Remodel: The contract for our kitchen remodel is signed and work is scheduled to begin on April 14.  The members voted to spend $500 to have the floor redone in the kitchen and bathroom.  The members also authorized an extra expenditure to raise the cabinets above the chair storage area to give us some much needed counter space.
Family Day:  Nancy Ross reported that she and Claire Hoffmann had a great time on Family Day.  Several other cottages were also open and they were busy all day.
New Business:  Graham moderated
New Members: Two prospective new members were attending their second meeting, as well as working for Tartan Day.   They are Wendy Lyons and Hugh Constant.  Rather than hold a secret ballot, their membership was approved by unanimous acclamation by the members present.  Arya Zeighamnia attended his first meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Schultz, Secretary
Happy
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Chocolate Peanut Butter Scones
Ingredients:
2 cups flour
½ cup brown sugar
2 ½ tsps. baking powder

¼ tsp. salt

¼ cup sweet, chilled butter

¾ cup peanut butter, creamy

¼ cup milk

2 eggs

2 tsps. vanilla

½ cup chopped unsalted peanuts

1 ½ oz. chocolate, bittersweet
Method:
Break chocolate into 8 equal pieces.  Preheat oven to 375F.  In a large bowl, stir together the flour, brown sugar, baking powder, and salt.  Cut the butter into ½-in cubes and distribute them over the flour mixture.  With a pastry blender or two knives used scissors fashion, cut in the butter until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs.  In a small bowl, stir together the peanut butter mixture to the flour mixture and knead until combined.  Knead in the peanuts.  Pat the dough out into a ½-in. thickness on a cutting board.  Using a floured 2 -1/2 in. to 3 in. diameter crinkled round biscuit cutter, cut out rounds from the dough.  Gather the scraps together and repeat until all the dough is used and there are 16 rounds.  Place 8 of the rounds on an ungreased baking sheet.  Top each round with a piece of the remaining chocolate and one of the remaining circles of dough.  Press the edges gently to seal.  Bake for 17-19 minutes, or until lightly browned.  Remove the baking sheet to a wire rack and cool 5 minutes.  Using a spatula, transfer the scones to the wire rack to cool.  Serve warm or cool completely and store in an airtight container.
Recipe from www.thatsmyhome.com
Gaelic Giggles

Groups of Americans were traveling by tour bus through Scotland.  As they stopped at a cheese farm, a young guide led them through the process of cheese making, explaining that goat's milk was used. She showed the group a lovely hillside where many goats were grazing. "These," she explained, "are the older goats put out to pasture when they no longer produce."  She then asked, "What do you do in America with your old goats?" A spry old gentleman answered, "They send us on bus tours!"
Submitted by Claire Hoffmann
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Hosting

May 3
Holly & Mike Stewart & Wendy Lyons

May 10
Eva McCatty & Hugh Constant

May 17
Open


May 24
Food Fair

May 31
Open
Please call Gwenda at 
(619) 465-9306 if you can host.
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Upcoming Events

May 10
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

May 16
Movie Night, 6 pm
May 23 & 24  Costa Mesa Games

May 24
Food Fair

June 14
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

June 26 & 27 San Diego Scottish Highland Games

July 12
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

Aug. 9
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Sept. 13
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

Oct. 10 & 11  Seaside Highland Games

Oct.
HOS Meeting TBD

Oct. 25
HOS Lawn Program
Nov. 8
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Dec. 19
HOS Christmas Party & Meeting
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A Visiting Piper
Mr. D. Gorden from Stirling visited on February 15 & 22.  Listed below are his comments.


I was lucky enough to travel from Scotland and visit California, on a couple of occasions I visited Balboa park and took my pipes and 8-yard house of Edgar Black Stuart and played at the house of Scotland, I was invited to play back the week later and play for the President of the House of Scotland and Vice Chieftain of the San Diego Scottish Highland Games, Mr. Graham McGruer, and what a gentleman he was as well he invited me round to his house for dinner but unfortunately I had a prior engagement.  The Californian hospitality was fantastic I visited a few Irish bars in the San Diego area and I wore the kilt on a regular basis. I was mobbed by a group of women on one occasion and also played at a local school for the youngsters 
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Lorne Cousin’s Trip to Washington
A news clipping below in the "Oban Times"  A West Highland publication of Scotland.

Lorne Cousin from Campbeltown was invited by Alec Salmond to a reception in the US Congress to celebrate Barack Obama’s first speech to senators.  Lorne, joined on stage by singers Sandie Thom and Margaret Bennett, was the star-turn when X-Factor judge Dannii Minogue, Madonna and Jackie Collins all claimed to be fans of the piper.  Lorne said: ‘One of the senator’s wives called me the second most popular man in the room – with Sean Connery being the first. It was a great night. I think President Obama is a big fan of the pipes.’

Lorne is a member of band DRAM! – look out for a CD review in the next few weeks.

Here's a link below to paste into your browser of the front page of the Oban Times:  

http://www.obantimes.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/8484/Lorne_is_a_star_with_the_stars.html 

Best Regards

Peggy & Hamish
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House Officers

President:
Graham McGruer

(619) 425-3454

1st VP:

Nancy Ross


(760) 757-4653

2nd VP: 

Gwenda Measel

(619) 465-9306

Secretary:  
Dianne Schultz

(760) 717-5108
Treasurer:
Cherie McGruer

(619) 425-3454
Trustees:

Mike Stewart


(619) 287-7812




Holly Stewart


(619) 287-7812




Steve Knight


(858) 883-2512[image: image3.png]
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Scottish Trivia


Although the Scots comprise less than one-half of 1 percent of the world’s population, 11 percent of all Nobel prizes have been awarded to Scotsmen. Quote from "The Mark of the Scots" by Duncan A Bruce.





From:  electricscotland.com/scottish_trivia.htm
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