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Balboa Park, San Diego, California  92101










December 2008
Highlights from the November Meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 by President Graham McGruer.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
November birthdays & anniversaries:  David McSwain’s stepmother is celebrating a birthday this month.
Remembrances etc:  A moment’s silence was observed for all our veterans and for those service members serving in harm’s way.  Prayers were requested for John Thomas who is very ill.
Election of Officers:  Election of officers for the House of Scotland for 2009, was held.  Since all offices were uncontested, a vote by acclamation was held.  The changes for next year include Cherie McGruer returning as Treasurer, and Steve Knight joining Mike and Holly Stewart as a Trustee.  All other positions remain the same as last year.  Jessie McGhee was voted Member of the Year.
Pipe Band Report:  Scott Montgomery gave the Pipe Band report.  He noted that the performance at our lawn program was the first since the band began working with Lorne Cousin.  The band is working on a new march medley.  Scott also reported that Doug Miles has rejoined the band.
HPR Report:  
· Jim Scrimgeour reported that HPR had held their election of officers for 2009.  Hannu Mikkonen will be HPR President again next year.  
· We had four people attend the food handler’s class on November 1.  
· The Organ Pavilion parking lot has been resurfaced and now has ten handicapped parking spaces.  
· The next HPR meeting is December 7, 2008.   
Queen’s Report:  There was no Queen’s report. 
Old Business:  Graham moderated 

Hosting:  Gwenda needs people to host the first couple of Sundays in January.  Gwenda also let us know that she has a growth in her throat, which she has decided not to have surgically removed because it could cause the loss of her voice.  She is going to have her son, who is a radiologist, monitor the situation.  Gwenda requested everyone’s prayers.
Upcoming events:  As a follow up to our lawn program, President Graham McGruer told the members that the House of Ireland’s wooden dance floor was lots of work to assemble and take apart.  We should rethink this for next year.
December Nights is Friday, December 5 and Saturday, December 6, 2008.  A sign up sheet was circulated for that event.  Workers are urged to bring a donation of a bottle of single malt scotch.

Our Christmas party is Saturday, December 20, 2008, at King’s Inn on Hotel Circle.  First Vice-president Nancy Ross needs all attendees to pay by December 8 at the latest, please mail checks to Nancy at 200 N. El Camino Real, Sp #205, Oceanside, CA  92054.  The cost for members is still $15.00 and cost for guests will be $30.00 per person.  The King’s Inn has a block of rooms set aside for House members.  If you plan to spend the night, contact Kings Inn at 800-785-4647 or 619-297-2231 to reserve a room.  
Ceilidh Band:  David McSwain reports that the band is practicing today after John and Joan McColly finish their hosting duties.  They will be meeting with Peggy and Hamish Yuile during that practice.  David requested that members of the band be allowed to attend the Christmas Party at house member’s price as in the past.
Housekeeping:  Holly Stewart reports that she has restocked supplies.  Danielle McGruer requested that someone be contacted about the sprinkler system timing at the cottages.  The sprinklers are coming on while the cottages are open to the public.  The city will be contacted.
Other Old Business:  There was no other old business.
New Business:  Graham moderated
Audit Committee:  Steve Knight, David McSwain, and Bob Maxton have agreed to be our audit committee.  Both the House books and the Pipe Band books will be audited sometime in January.
Other New Business:  There was no other new business.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted
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Dianne Schultz, Secretary

Hosting




Dec. 7
Joni Rossi & (Doris Greeson?)
Dec. 14
McGruer Clan

Dec. 21
Closed

Dec. 28
Kenneth & Julie Clark & Dianne Schultz
2009
Jan.4

Open

Jan. 11
Open

Jan. 18
Jim Scrimgeour & Maureen Bennett
Please call Gwenda at (619) 465-9306 if you can host.
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Please note that there will be no HOS Meeting on Dec. 14, it will be in conjunction with the Christmas party on December 20!
Dec. 20
HOS Christmas Party
2009
Jan. 11
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Jan. 17
HPR Installation Dinner
Jan. 23
The Robert Burns Club of San Diego’s Burns Dinner

Jan. 24
North County Scots Burns Dinner
Feb. 8
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Mar. 8
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Apr. 4
Tartan Day

Apr. 12 
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

Membership Dues
Please bring your membership dues ($7 per person) to the January meeting.
Hearth of the Kitchen
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Clootie Dumpling
Janette McLintock shared this recipe with me.  I made and served it for hosting the cottage on November 30 and it was a big hit.  I served it with Cool Whip instead of the traditional warm custard.

Ingredients:
10 oz. water
4 oz. sugar

½ lb. mixed fruit

½ lb. Sultanas (or golden raisins)

1 Tbs cinnamon

1 Tbs mixed spice

1 tsp. ginger (optional)

1 Tbs. treacle (molasses)

½ lb. margarine (2 sticks)

½ lb. plain flour

1 tsp. baking soda

2 beaten eggs

Preparation:
Combine water, sugar, mixed fruit, sultanas, cinnamon, mixed spice, ginger, margarine, and treacle in saucepan; bring to a boil and simmer for 1 minute  Remove from heat, add flour, baking soda, then quickly add beaten eggs.
Line a medium micro-save bowl with Saran wrap, make sure Saran wrap comes up over the sides of the bowl, but DO NOT COVER.

Microwave at 650 watts for 9 minutes.

December Nights

The pipe band will be playing at the Organ Pavilion on Saturday, December 6 at 5 pm.  They will need help in the cottage to serve food to the public beginning at about 4 pm (so they can tune before playing) until about 6 pm.
Burns Dinners

The Robert Burns Club of San Diego invites you to the Robert Burns Supper on Friday, January 23, 2009, at the Admiral Baker Clubhouse, Mission Valley, San Diego.  Join us to honor the Bard on the 250th anniversary of his birthday.  Pipers, Highland dancers, entertainment, and big band dancing.  Authentic Scottish night including meal served with Haggis and neeps.  Traditional toast to the Laddies and Lassies.  Open to the public, $50 per person. 5% discount for tables of 8.  Contact Norman Bradley (619) 234-3525.  Cocktails at 6:15 pm and supper at 7:30 pm.  

www.robertburnsclubofsd.org
The North County Scosts will be hosting their annual Rabbie Burns Supper.  It will be Saturday, January 24, at the Officer’s Club, Camp Pendleton.  Cocktail and social at 5 pm with dinner at 6 pm.  Tickets for members $35, non-members $40.  Please mail check to North County Scots, PO Box 1953, Vista, CA  92085-1953.  Please state dinner order of beef, chicken, or fish for each ticket ordered.
House of Scotland Christmas Party

The House of Scotland invites all members and guests to join us on December 20 for our annual Christmas party.  Cocktail hour will begin at 6 pm.  The wonderful House of Scotland Pipe Band will begin our evening by piping before dinner.  After dinner we will enjoy entertainment by the Ceilidh Band, followed by a blind auction.  All guests are encouraged to bring a wrapped gift (no gag gifts please) to be auctioned.  John McColly will once again grace us with his auctioneering abilities.

Gaelic Giggles
A high rise building was going up in central Glasgow, and three steel erectors sat on a girder having their lunch.
“Oh, no, not cream cheese and walnut again,” said the first, who came from Coatbridge.  “If I get the same again tomorrow, I’ll jump off the girder.”

The second, who came from Airdrie, opened his packet.

“Oh, no, not a Caesar salad with salami and lettuce on rye,” he said “If I get the same again tomorrow, I’ll jump off too.”

The third man, who came from Dufftown, opened his lunch.

“Oh, no, not another potato sandwich,” he said.  “If I get the same again tomorrow, I’ll follow you chaps off the girder.”

The next day, the Coatbridge man got cream cheese and walnut.  Without delay, he jumped.  The Airdrie man saw he had Caesar salad with salami and lettuce on rye.  With a wild cry, he leapt into eternity.  The Dufftown man then opened his lunch box.  “Oh, no,” he said.  “Pototo sandwiches”  And he too jumped.

The foreman, who had overheard their conversation, reported what had happened and the funerals were held together.

“If only I’d known,” sobbed the wife of the Coatbridge man.

“If only he’d said,” wailed the wife of the Airdrie man.

“I don’t understand it at all,” said the wife of the Dufftown man.  “He always got his own sandwiches ready.”

Scottish Weather
Scotland has lots of weather, much of it varied and interesting.  The weather in Scotland has been the butt of many a joke – often quite unfairly, as the Scottish climate is considerably more reliable than elsewhere:  it always rains on Public Holidays.

Winters in Scotland can be harsh, but not everywhere.  While the East Coast may be flattened by bitterly cold winds that scream through the Urals, the frost-free, palm-fringed West Coast may be basking in warmth brought over by the Gulf Stream.  This explains why Aberdonians tend to face west in winter. 

Spring brings the promise of sunshine and new warmth to clear away the winter snows.  This usually happens by the third week in March.

Summers in Scotland are hot and sunny, as elsewhere, but sometimes disappointingly short, lasting perhaps just one day or two.  However, it is always sunny on Tiree, by day and by night, pessimists would do well to reflect upon the fact that Dundee could not have built up its worldwide reputation for marmalade without receiving a modicum of sunshine each year to ripen the oranges.

Autumn in Scotland is always a delight.  This is the best season for mists, nature’s way of adding lace-curtains to the view.  But there is always one day each autumn when the skies clear as if by magic.  This is an important day for Scots all round the world, as photographers from far and wide speed over to Loch Duich to capture the castle of Eilean Donan for next year’s calendars.

Excerpt taken from Scotland for Beginners, Bannockburn an’ a’ that, by Rupert Besley
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No Christmas?
Not doing something for about four hundred years would generally suffice to make you forget about how exactly it was you did that thing again, right? Well yes, and unfortunately, such is the case for the Scottish Christmas celebrations…

Somewhere in the middle of the sixteenth century, Christmas was banned in Scotland. The country being Anglican (i.e. part of the Church of England), Christmas was seen in Scotland as a Roman Catholic holiday - and celebrating it was obviously unacceptable. The banning of Christmas was a very serious affair: there were plenty of legal repercussions for people who celebrated the birth of Christ anyway.

Only in the 1950s was the ban lifted, and Christmas became a national holiday in 1958, though many Scots still think it is highly unacceptable to make a big production out of the occasion. Before the 1950s, the Scottish used to celebrate New Year - a holiday they call "Hogmanay". Linguists point out that this word may actually derive from the French expression "un homme est né" (meaning "a man is born"), which would then link their celebrations to Christmas after all. 

Keep the Elves Out

This charged history obviously had its repercussions on the way the Scottish celebrate Christmas. For one, there used to be a long standing superstition that one absolutely had to keep the fire going in the fireplace on Christmas Eve. If not, the elves that were roaming around outside would climb down the chimney - and apparently, you didn't want that to happen. It is worth noting at this point that pagan traditions are still very much a part of popular Scottish culture. 

Having been deprived of Christmas celebrations until a time when the mass media were already firmly in place has also caused the Scottish holiday customs to become heavily influenced by foreign traditions. That's why the Scots now eat a turkey dinner on Christmas Eve. Exchanging gifts has become customary, too, just like visiting friends and relatives. And of course, there are Christmas trees (most likely Scots pines), adorned with all kinds of shiny and twinkling stuff.

Skirting the Issue

But the Scottish (who are notoriously described as a very stubborn people fiercely fond of their - if not political, then at least mental - independence) wouldn't be the Scottish if they didn't have a few traditions of their own anyway. This is why it's not altogether uncommon to find men in kilts dancing around bonfires on Christmas day - obviously strutting their stuff to the tunes of bagpipe players. 

Another (once clandestine) custom is the burning of the Yule log: a log of birch wood is cut by the end of the summer and left to dry. It is then ceremoniously brought inside the house on Christmas Eve, paraded around the kitchen three times, toasted to and finally burned in the fireplace. And the Scottish even have their own Christmas dessert, though it's highly unlikely the tradition will catch on in the rest of the world. Their beloved Bannock cakes are made of oatmeal - not exactly marzipan. 

From:  www.lovelychristmas.co.uk/ScottishChristmasTraditions.html
Christmas Carol
by Alexander Gray
'Twas a cauld, cauld nicht i' the back o' the year; 
The snaw lay deep, and the starns shone clear; 
And Mary kent that her time was near, 
As she cam to Bethlehem. 
When Joseph saw the toon sae thrang, 
Quo' he: 'I houp I be na wrang, 
But I'm thinkin' we'll find a place ere lang;' 
But there wasna nae room for them. 

She quo', quo' she: 'O Joseph loon, 
Rale tired am I, and wad fain lie doon. 
Is there no a bed in the hail o' the toon? 
For farrer I canna gae.' 
At the ale-hoose door she keekit ben, 
But there was sic a steer o' fremmyt men, 
She thocht till hirsel': 'I dinna ken 
What me and my man can dae.' 

And syne she spak: 'We'll hae to lie 
I' the byre this nicht amang the kye 
And the cattle beas', for a body maun try 
To thole what needs maun be,' 
And there amang the strae and the corn, 
While the owsen mooed, her bairnie was born. 
O, wasna that a maist joyous morn 
For sinners like you and me? 

For the bairn that was born that nicht i' the sta' 
Cam doon frae Heaven to tak awa' 
Oor fecklessness, and bring us a' 
Safe hame in the hender-en'. 
Lord, at this Yule-tide send us licht, 
Hae mercy on us and herd us richt. 
For the sake o' the bairnie born that nicht, 
O, mak us better men! 

House Officers

President:

Graham McGruer

(619) 425-3454

1st VP:

Nancy Ross


(760) 757-4653
2nd VP: 

Gwenda Measel

(619) 465-9306
Secretary:  
Dianne Schultz

(760) 717-5108
Treasurer:

John McColly


(619) 435-8500
Trustees:

Mike Stewart


(619) 287-7812





Holly Stewart


(619) 287-7812




David McSwain

(619) 528-1940
[image: image2.png]
























� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���














				NEWS FROM 


						THE HOUSE of SCOTLAND


					“Sgeoil nan Taigh”:  Scots-Gaelic for 


					“News From The House”











News From The House   1

_1289586128.doc



